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The Downtown Waterfront Plan (DWP)



• Wildflower & Adjacent Lot
• Silver Palm Park
• Palmetto Bridge Underpass 

Assemble the following Parcels:

Over 6 Acres &
1,000 feet of Waterfront          
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Envision  the Possibilities of                              
an Active, Urban Waterfront               

Integrated    
into Downtown !
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By Day…. 

With Endless 
Choices
for ALL                                         
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And By Night…..
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A Special Place 
to Unite our Community 

….For Generations to Come

DWP
Goals
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How did we Arrive Here?

Existing 
Analysis
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Original 
Downtown 
Masterplan
Findings, 2007….

Color slide 
background

Existing 
Analysis

“Visions:
• Connect people to the Water

• Pedestrian-friendly

• Mix of People & Places

• Provide recreation, leisure        
& outdoor options

• Strong Cultural Atmosphere”
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Color slide 
background

Existing 
Analysis

Original 
Downtown               
Masterplan
Findings, 2007….

Part of Boca 
Raton’s  
“Open Space
Framework”
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The Downtown                                
Expansion Timeline…. Special Places:

Existing 
Analysis

70’-80’s :  Royal Palm Place 

Early/Historic Boca :  
Sanborn Square

90’s - 2000’s :  Mizner Park

And now …..
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Boca Raton’s Next Generation             
Special PLACE……

Goals

The Downtown Waterfront

DWP 



A Network of   
Parks                 

& Waterways

A Downtown Connected by….
Goals

DWP ENVISION…..          
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Accessible by Foot, Bike, Boat

Leave the Car behind !

DWP
Goals
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Enabling Walkability

Master Plan 
Goals
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Exercise for Downtown 
Residents & Workers

Mile Markers

And A Healthy Lifestyle

DWP
Goals
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DWP
Goals

Embracing the Waterfront as another                   
HEART of Downtown -
& East End ‘Anchor’

Continuous Walking Path extending from Palmetto Park
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Casual Outdoor Café Pavilions

With Choices for 
Multiple Dining 
Experiences
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And A Variety of Retail/  
Refreshment Pavilions
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Another Hub
for Events

DWP
Goals



With Elements of Surprise….            
A Public Art Journey

DWP
Goals
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Promoting Sustainability 

DWP
Goals

& Resiliency
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And Jobs & Economic Benefits for 
ALL of Downtown

DWP
Goals

Bring  Downtown  
and The CRA                          
to The Waterfront
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How Can these Goals be Achieved ?
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Create A Gathering Place for 
Everyone… A “Front Yard”  

Master Plan 

Concepts 

Washington DC

Savannah, GA
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PUBLIC ART
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Master Plan 

Provide a Continuous, Waterfront Walking Path 

Components
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Master Plan 
Components

Integrate a 
Connected,                           

Lively
Underpass
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Master Plan 
Components

Incorporate Water Taxi and  
Boat Docks



M-Fitzsimons, Inc.
Sustainable Design for the Built Environment 

Master Plan 
Components

Light  
Working  
Lunch

Multi-purpose  
Café Pavilion

Provide 

Snacks

Multiple Choices
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Interactive Water fountain 

Incorporate Art & Water Features

Master Plan 
Components

And Group Seating
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Master Plan 
Components

Consider  Landscaping,                
Proportion & Scale
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How Can We Move Forward ?

…….Together !

A Way Forward
Implementation
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“It has become the 
Centerpiece of the City and 
a major economic driver”

- Steve Nivin, economist

“The key to its Success: 
A mix of Commerce  AND

Recreation ”… 

Economics + Planning: 

An Economic precedent:               
San Antonio’s Paseo del Rio

A Way Forward
Implementation
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Federal Grants
-- The Trust for Public Land
-- City Parks Alliance 
-- Play & Park Structures
-- Downtown / Waterfront Revitalization

Public – Private Partnerships:
-- Many precedents     (local & nationwide)

Fundraising
-- Various Levels
-- Recognition/Naming Opportunities 

Funding

A Way Forward
Implementation

Local/State Grants
-- SUNTrails – Florida Greenways & Trails     

Foundation (grants 20 mil per year)

-- Florida E.P.A. East Coast Inland 
Navigation Dist.     (awarded Sullivan Park)
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Integrated Planning Process

A Way Forward
Implementation

DISCOVERY 
-- Pending Waterfront Study
--Existing Conditions

VISIONING 
-- Visioning Sessions – ALL Included

FOCUS GROUPS
--City Departments & Advisory Boards

Resulting in…
WATERFRONT MASTERPLAN CRITERIA DOCUMENT
-- All Components & Guidelines Defined / Published 
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A Way Forward
Implementation

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
-- Select Masterplan & Design 

Professionals
-- Design /Approval Process

FUNDING
--Multiple Options 

ACQUIRE LAND / VENDOR RFP’S / SELECTIONS
-- Construction Professionals
-- Dining, Vending, Art Selections

CONSTRUCTION  TO  RIBBON CUTTING:                               
HALF the Time & Cost of single brick/mortar building !       
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BOCA RATON’S 

DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT

Final Results

“There are many shining moments 
in the history of cities… exceptional 

events when men and women 
stepped back for the sake of their 

future, to plan…their legacy for 
future generations.”

-Mayor, City of Miami

Annual Boat Parade Community Events 



Copyright notes:   The images and concepts included in this 
presentation are copyrighted and shown as examples only. 
Copyright information can be provided upon request. 
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